Localisation and pharmacological characterisation of [3H]bremazocine binding in the bovine adrenal medulla.
[3H]Bremazocine (5 nM), in the presence of excess unlabelled mu and delta opioid ligands labelled two anatomically distinct populations of binding sites in the bovine adrenal medulla; a high density over the peripheral adrenaline-containing region of the medulla and a lower density over the central noradrenaline-containing region. This non-mu, non-delta opioid binding was specific (diprenorphine sensitive) but did not appear to involve classical kappa (kappa 1), sigma or PCP binding sites being insensitive to high concentrations of dynorphin (1-13), 3-PPP or MK-801. A significant proportion of the binding at both locations was however sensitive to competition by U50,488H or metorphamide. These data provide further evidence to support the existence of multiple opioid binding sites in the bovine adrenal medulla.